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Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1, Otto-von-Guericke-University Magdeburg (Institut für fremdsprachliche
Philologien), course: Language and Cognition (WS 2002/2003), 9 entries in the bibliography, language: English,
comment: This paper analyzes Whorf 's Hypothesis. It uses Nagel's and Davidson's notion of concept scheme to
refute Whorf 's hypothesis in every way it could possibly be interpreted. Furthermore, it shows practical ways of
how any possible language can eLectively be translated into any other language. It creates a bridge between
Linguistics, Philosophy, Psychology and Epistemology (theory of knowledge). , abstract: This paper analyzes
Whorf s hypothesis that thinking is determined and limited by the language used. This hypothesis implies that
certain thoughts can only be expressed in one language, but not in another. Thus, a text given in the first
language that is about such thoughts could not completely be translated into the second one. In this paper
Nagel s and Davidson s notion of the concept scheme is used to refute Whorf s hypothesis in every way it could
possibly be interpreted. Furthermore, it shows practical ways of how any natural language that could possibly
exist or be designed in the universe can eLectively be translated into any other language. To answer all the
questions that arise, this paper creates a bridge between linguistics, philosophy, psychology and epistemology
(theory of knowledge). 24 pp. Englisch.
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