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illustrated. 1916. Excerpt: . . . NEW BOOKS Essentials of Argument. By Arthur Parker Stone And Stewart Lee
Garrlson. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1916. Cloth, pp. 332. This is an elementary treatise on
argumentation, written from the point of view of the teacher of rhetoric rather than from the point of view of
the teacher of public speaking. The aim of the authors is expressed in the preface: There is, however, nothing
new in these chapters; they aim to be merely a summary of the best thought upon the subject of composition.
If, therefore, within these pages there seems to the reader to be in any place a novel idea, we would beg that it
be first carefully examined to see if it is not an old principle in new dress, and if after due consideration it turns
out to be a genuine novelty, we are content to have it discarded as probably untrue. It is to be said for the
authors that they have scrupulously carried out their purpose. This is not said in a derogatory vein. The book
does not pretend to cover advanced ground. The traditional point of view is followed in all essential particulars.
The method of approach is the same; the topics treated are about the same; and the order is much the same.
The chapter on the brief follows those on the introduction, where | believe it rightfully belongs. Many of the
topics are treated much more briefly than in most of the...
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