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American Indian Medicine

By Virgil J. Vogel

University of Oklahoma Press. Paperback. Book Condition:
New. Paperback. 622 pages. The purpose of this book, says the
author, is to show the effect of Indian medicinal practices on
white civilization. Actually it achieves far more. It discusses
Indian theories of disease and methods of combating disease
and even goes into the question of which diseases were
indigenous and which were brought to the Indian by the white
man. It also lists Indian drugs that have won acceptance in the
Pharmacopeia of the United States and the National
Formulary. The influence of American Indian healing arts on
the medicine and healing and pharmacology of the white man
was considerable. For example, such drugs as insulin and
penicillin were anticipated in rudimentary form by the
aborigines. Coca leaves were used as narcotics by Peruvian
Indians hundreds of years before Carl Koller first used cocaine
as a local anesthetic in 1884. All together, about 170 medicines,
mostly botanical, were contributed to the official compendia
by Indians north of the Rio Grande, about 50 more coming
from natives of the Latin-American and Caribbean regions.
Impressions and attitudes of early explorers, settlers,
physicians, botanists, and others regarding Indian curative
practices are reported by geographical...

R EAD O NLINE  
[ 4.1 MB  ]    

R eviews

Great electronic book and valuable one. It really is simplistic but surprises within the fiAy percent from the book. Its
been printed in an extremely simple way in fact it is merely right aAer i finished reading this publication by which in
fact modified me, change the way i really believe.
-- Dr . B etha ny Lindg r en       

Without doubt, this is actually the greatest function by any article writer. It is among the most amazing publication i
have got read. Its been printed in an exceedingly basic way in fact it is simply aAer i finished reading through this
publication where in fact changed me, change the way i believe.
-- Ar ielle Ledner  
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