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illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: . . . has a gauge of 610 mm. The two motors together are of 34 horse-power, the
tension is 500 volts, and the velocity 12 kilometres per hour. The endless rope and the endless chain conveying
single waggons at stated intervals are in favour, either for transporting the mineral to any spot, or for taking
the waste to the tip. The former system is usual at the South African gold and diamond mines. An example may
be seen at the De Beers diamond mine, where the gem-bearing rock has to be exposed to the action of the
atmosphere for some months in order to make it crumble away and become ready for the process of washing.
Large areas have to be covered with the blue, and cheap haulage is a matter of importance. The depositing
floors commence at a point a mile from the mine, and extend for 33 miles to the east and one mile to the north.
The main line runs along the south side, and has branches at right angles every 200 yards. The rope is I inch in
diameter and, as is very commonly the case elsewhere, it has an iron instead of a hempen core, in order to
prevent a reduction of section when it is subject to continued tension. It is carried on the steel trucks, which can
be tipped on either side, as the body is supported on two trunnions (H, Fig. 439). The device for attaching the
rope to the...
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