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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1854 Excerpt: .devotion to art, literature, and religion, which consecrated the Muse of
Milton when it attempted a work not to be raised from the heat of youth, or the vapors of wine, like that which
flows at waste from the pen of some vulgar amorist, or the trencher fury of a rhyming parasite; nor to be
obtained from the invocation of Dame Memory and her siren daughters; but by devout prayer to that eternal
Spirit, who can enrich with all utterance and knowledge, and sends out his Seraphim with the hallowed fire of
his altar to touch and purify the lips of whom he pleases. His poetry, too, fails in the sweet, earnest, heart-
tempered declamation of Cowper. Too much of the Night Thoughts is rant, scolding, and fury. It is on many
pages a truculent, tumultuous poem, filled with a sort of vinous, bacchanalian piety. The sacred Muse of Young
goes forth shouting and frantic with some leaves of the thyrsus yet about her from the revels of the Duke of
Wharton. We are reminded at times of his stage performances when he was building up swelling heroics for the
exquisite burlesque of Fielding, soared before the pit in Busiris, and was compelled to descend, failing to reach
the hearts of his audience. What can it profit or delight a man to read whole pages such as this? What wealth in
souls that soar, dive, range around, Disdaining limit, or from place, or time; And hear at...
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