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language: English, abstract: Throughout World War I, almost
15 million people lost their lives; as one of its consequences, the
Austrian-Hungarian, Russian and Turkish Empires fell apart,
and the old internal and international order was for ever
destroyed. Owing to the fact that the First World War marked
the beginning of an entire new era, the investigation of its
origins still remains a controversial historical issue. While some
historians put the emphasis on the primacy of domestic
policies and assert that internal pressures conditioned the
decisions of the belligerent states, others maintain the concept
of the 19th century German historical scientist Ranke, who
stressed the importance of foreign affairs on the authorities
motivations leading to the Great War . 16 pp. Englisch.
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