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Read Books, United Kingdom, 2008. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 140 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** PREFACE - When i was asked to revise this book, and, if | chose, to rewrite
it, | had very little clear recollection of what it contained. Seven years is a long time, and | had written many
books, and innumerable articles about Irish subjects so | went back to it with an open mind. My conclusion was
that the book had been carefully planned with very full knowledge, and planned to be of use. | had written, of
course, in the first instance about the things which interested myself for | wanted the book to be readable, and
there is no way to be readable except to write about what interests you. But scores upon scores of letters,
mostly from strangers, in the five and thirty years since my first book on Ireland Highways and Byways in
Donegal was published had shown me what people wanted to be told and liked to be told and these were at
least a subconscious guide to me. But though | was writing for tourists, | could not and would not write as a
tourist. | have done that in other lands, and know that in such writing there is a sharpness and freshness of
contact not attainable for the man who has to describe the country in which he grew up. Still, in lands where |
was a tourist my enjoyment of a scene was always heightened if | could connect it with past history, and | was
grateful to the guide-books which furnished the means to do this. If they bored me | could always skip. That is
the advantage of the written guide we can turn our...
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