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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Thais: Lyric Comedy in Three Acts and Seven Scenes
She joins Athanael and flames are seen to issue from the house. As it burns, the populace grow excited and
resent the taking oJ of Thais. Their fury concentrates on Athanael and they forcibly attempt to oppose his
progresss. They wish to burn him hang him, and thus save Thais. When the excitement grows greatest, Nicias
causes a diversion by throwing gold to the people. In the midst of the mad scramble, Thais and Athanael
escape. Third Act. AKer a long and painful journey Athanael and Thais, the latter almost dead with fatigue,
reach the oasis. Athanael bathes her bleeding feet and brings her food. He uses endearing terms to the suJerer
and, at the appearance of Albine and the White Ladies, delivers her over to them to pass her life. When they bid
farewell Thais is spiritually exalted but his aJection has become more human. Scene second shows the home of
the Cnobites again. Athanael is in despair and confesses to Palemon that, despite his prayers and flagellations,
the image of Thais is always before him - he loves her. Then in a vision Thais appears to him, first as the
courtezan as she was and, now dying at the monastery in the desert. The third scene shows the monastery.
Thais lies dying. The White Ladies look on her as a saint for she is worn out with penance and repentance,
Athanael comes. He hopes to bring her back to life and carnal love, but she is beyond earthly emotion. Quoting
Athanael s own maxims, she sees heaven open before her and hears the rustle...
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