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Sing a Song of Sixpence; Princess Belle Etoile; An Alphabet of Old Friends But the good Fairy protected them,
and after floating at sea for seven days they were picked up by a Corsair. He was so struck by their beauty that
he altered his course, and took them home to his wife, who had no children She was transported with joy when
he placed them in her hands. They admired together the wonderful stars, the chains of gold that could not be
taken off their necks, and their long ringlets. Much greater was the woman s astonishment when she combed
them, for at every instant there rolled out of their hair pearls, rubies, diamonds, and emeralds. She told her
husband of it, who was not less surprised than herself. | am very tired, said he. of a Corsair s life, and if the locks
of those little children continue to supply us with such treasures, | will give up roaming the seas, The Corsair s
wife, whose name was Corsinc, was enchanted at this, and loved the four infants so much the more for it. She
named the Princess, Belle-Etoilc, her eldest brother, Petit-Solcil. the second. Heurcux, and the son of Brunette,
Cheri. As they grew older, the Corsair applied himself seriously to their education, as he felt convinced there was
some great mystery attached to their birth. The Corsair and his wife had never told the story of the four
children, who passed for their own They were exceedingly united, but Prince Cheri enter tained for Princess
Belle-Etoile a greater affection than the other two The...
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